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Inroduction

This Curriculum Vitae is a summary of my education, work and life
experience related to Permaculture. Thank you for taking the time to  
explore this creative compilation.

If you should have any questions or further inquiries, 
please feel free to contact me: kym@gigglingchitree.com



Mission Statement

My mission is to facilitate an interconnected, intergenerational 
relationship with nature that cultivates a deep respect for its patterns, 
processes and a recognition of its inherent teachings.  

I love to facilitate, create and activate by empowering others to 
recognize their connection to the earth and share their unique gifts for 
the benefit of all beings.  

The measure of my success is in the success of my students, colleagues, 
collaborators, clients and friends.

Biography

Kym Chi is a permaculture educator, mentor and wise woman inspiring 
meaningful connections with nature that support thriving natural & social 
ecologies. Her ancestors are from Scotland, England, Germany and 
Belgium. She was born on Blackfoot Territory in what is now known as
Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  She was raised in the city and also became a 
weekend warrior, making frequent trips to the mountains to hike, camp, and 
ski.  At a young age, Kym held a deep respect for nature and was a part of 
the Junior Forest Wardens, an earth stewardship group for youth. 

In her teens, she became disgruntled about all of the big world problems 
and felt inspired to find a way to change the world.  For Kym, making a 
difference started with the creation of community and she got involved with 
the Theatre, Art and the electronic music scenes where she volunteered, 
organized and ran events.



In her early 20’s, Kym went back to school where she earned a diploma 
in Theatre Production and before completing school was already 
working as a Scenic Artist in the Film industry where she moved up 
quickly and started to coordinate. 

After 5 years, it became clear how much waste the industry was creating 
so Kym decided to find something that was in better alignment with her 
values and that better cared for people and the earth. She found work at 
an recreational facility where she stayed for 5 years and worked her way 
up from a customer service staff to a Facility Services Team Lead where 
she managed 5 departments and over 20 staff. Here, she worked on self 
initiated projects where she implemented green practices, created 
policies and procedures, training manuals and emergency procedures 
manuals for multiple departments.

During her time at Talisman Centre, Kym took a Permaculture Design 
Course which inspired her to change direction into something that could 
help change the world in an even deeper way. Within one year of 
receiving her certificate, she had co created Calgary’s first grassroots 
community hub and Permaculture demonstration site, was teaching 
introductory courses, offering consultations, and had left her job to 
pursue a Permaculture lifestyle and career.



Committed to learning, Kym has a Diploma in Permaculture education, 
has received 3 certificates in Permaculture Design starting with Rob 
Avis, where she was recognized as one of the top 10 grads of over 100 
graduates. She then took courses with  Delvin Solkinson, Mark Lakeman 
and Matt Bibeau.  She has also completed 4 teacher trainings with Scott 
Pittman, Larry Santoyo, Michael Becker, Rosemary Morrow, Looby Mac-
namara and Robin Clayfield. Kym has also taken a variety of advanced 
trainings including courses with Toby Hemenway, Starhawk, Peter Cow, 
Robina Mc Curdy and Chris Evans. Kym continues to take trainings and 
is currently completing a second Diploma in Permaculture Design. 

Kym has completed Artist mentorship training with Learning Through the 
Arts and has worked with a youth empowerment program in Fort 
McMurray with a focus on truth a and reconciliation with First Nations.



Love of community has attracted Kym to participate in many non profit 
organizations locally and globally that focus on Permaculture and con-
scious social change. Some include; One Straw Society (www.onestraw.
ca), City Repair Calgary, Planet Repair Institute (www.planetrepair.org), 
The AREA (www.thearea.ca), Calgary Permaculture Guild (www.perma-
culturecalgary.org), Evolver (www.evolver.net) and CoSM (www.cosm.
org).

To develop programming that caters to multiple intelligences and 
learning styles, she enjoys creating open source accessible dynamic 
Permaculture learning tools that anyone can purchase or use freely.



With a love for adventure, Kym travels to learn and to share. Her most 
recent travels have taken her to the UK in 2015, where she co-organized 
the Planetary Permaculture Pilgrimage and studied with multiple women 
in Permaculture. In the summer of 2017 she traveled to Europe to 
support Robin Clayfield in her Dynamic Facilitation Training and 
Women’s empowerment weekends.    

Diversified in skill and ability, Kym is also a certified Reiki Master, 
Raindrop Therapist and Chartered Herbalist. She has a passion for 
deepening relationships and working with plants.  She makes her own 
herbal medicines out of wild crafted and cultivated herbs in her local 
area and has studied with herbal power houses; Susun Weed, Dina 
Falconi and local Herbalist Barbara Cotgrave. Kym has most recently 
received a certification in Alchemy with Robert A. Bartlett of the 
Spagyricus Institute and is currently taking an herbal pharmacology 
program with Matthew Wood.

Kym gratefully resides as a settler on the traditional unceded territories 
of the Squamish and shishalh Nations where she continues to study and 
teach Permaculture locally, runs a healing and art practice and builds 
thriving community. She previously acted as the Executive Director for 
One Straw Society and now acts as the Dean of the School of 
Permaculture Design at Pacific Rim College.



2013- Social Permaculture - O.U.R. Ecovillage - Starhawk and Pandora 
Thomas 
2013- Permaculture Teacher Training (organizer and participant) - Gaiacraft- 
Michael Becker
2013- Permaculture Design Certificate Course- Gaiacraft - Delvin Solkinson
2012- Permaculture Teacher Training - Scott Pittman and Larry Santoyo 
2011- Cob Building Intensive - Cob Cottage Company - Bernhardt 
Masterson
2011- Artist Facilitator Training - Level 1 & 2 - Learning through the Arts
2011- Permaculture Design Certificate Course - Verge Permaculture - Rob 
Avis
2010- Raindrop Therapy Certificate - Wild Rose College
2009- Advanced Reiki Training and Reiki Masters Certification- Cynthia 
Watson
2007- Reiki Level 1 and 2 Certification - Miracles in Inglewood
2005- Chartered Herbalist Certificate - Dominion Herbal College
2004-Theatre Production Diploma - Grant MacEwan College
1999- High School Diploma - James Fowler High School

Education
2020 - Herbal Pharmacology - Matthew Wood and Sean O’ Donahue
2018 - Cultural Emergence, Effective Design Course - Looby MacNamara
2018 - Prima Alchemy Course - Robert A. Bartlett
2017 - Wise Women’s Green Goddess Apprenticeship - Susun Weed
2017 - Dynamic Groups, Dynamic Learning (apprentice) - Robin Clayfield 
2016- Permaculture Diploma - Permaculture Institute 
2015- Social Permaculture Course (apprentice) - Looby Macnamara, Robin 
Clayfield, Robina Mc Curdy, Starhawk and Peter Cow 
2015- Resiliency Training - Rosemary Morrow
2015- Permaculture Teacher Training - Rosemary Morrow, Looby 
Macnamara and Chris Evans
2015- Permaculture Design Certificate Course - Planet Repair Institute - 
Mark Lakeman and Matt Bibeau
2014- Artist Mentorship Training - Learning Through the Arts



Other Training
2021- 2012- Level C - First Aid, CPR & AED 
2017 - Reconciliation Through Indigenous Education - University of B.C.
2017 - Wise Women’s Weekends (assistant) - Robin Clayfield
2015- Cultural Competency Course - Vancouver Coastal Health
2014- City Repair Calgary Placemaking Course (organizer and participant)- 
Mark Lakeman and Mighk Simpson
2014- City Commons Placemaking Course (organizer and participant) - 
Mark Lakeman
2012, 2013 and 2014 - Living the New Economy Conference 
2012- SPIN Farming - Curtis Stone
2012- The Permaculture Garden - Toby Hemenway
2012- Cultural Sensitivity Training - Learning Through the Arts
2012- O2 Certification
2011- Safely Managing the Difficult Client. - Safe and Sound
2010- WHMIS Train the Trainer
2010- Conflict Resolution - Umar and Henricks Consulting
2009- Legendary Services
2009- Essentials of Leadership
2009- Fusing Team Success - Kinley Solutions
2009- Leading Others - Kinley Solutions 



Work Experience

1- Permaculture

2- Food Security

3- Art

4- Community Service

1. Permaculture

Dean - School of Permaculture Design - Pacific Rim College
May 2021 - Present

- Create framework for 720 hour Permaculture Design and Resilient 
EcoSystems Program. Includes naming, sequencing and writing descriptions, 
course objectives and learning outcomes for all courses.
- Hiring skilled Permaculture Facilitators to teach programming.
- Scheduling 
- Creating partnerships with the local Vancouver Island community for
projects.
- Liaising with potential and current students to support with learning needs.
- Liaising with instructors to ensure adequate resources are available to 
ensure successful programming.
- Assessing feedback and making modifications to the programming as 
needed.



Permaculture Facilitator
Alberta and BC, 2011 - Present

- 110 hours - Permaculture Design & Resilient Eco Systems Program
- 2 x 72 hours Online Permaculture Design Course
- 2x 18 hours Herbal Allies and Plant Preparations Online Program
- 2x 76 hr evening and weekend Permaculture Course
- 12x year long 90 hr Permaculture Design Certificate Courses 
- 50 x day long Introduction to Permaculture Classes
- 37x Lunch and Learns and Seminars on topics including Permaculture
- Systems, Guild Planting, Social Permaculture, Medicine Making, Group 
- Processes, Natural Building, Resiliency and Placemaking.
- Children’s Programming including 15 x 3 day Permaculture kids camps, 
Waldorf Gardening Program - 1 day per week x 8 weeks- 2014, Spider 
Homeschooling Program 6 x 2 hr sessions - 2015 & 2018





Photo : Charlie Durrant www.regenerativedevelopments.com



Community Permaculture Consultant, Designer and Installer
• St. Monica’s Revitilization Project - Consultation
• Mielle Meadows - 2017 - Consultation 
• Ucluelet Nation - 2017 - Consultation 
• The AREA - Calgary, 2011-2013
• Landmark homes - Calgary, 2013 - Consult and design only
• Evolved Productions- Calgary,  2013
• Evolver Calgary - 2012

I have led multiple community Permaculture projects from consultation, through to 
design, implementation and follow ups. The largest project I was involved with was the 
AREA which hosted a 1/4 acre Permaculture demonstration site. For this project, I also 
created a Social Permaculture and Organizational Structures Design which is 
something I specialize in. A mapping and design folio are available for this project here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ct4HYRBo1fB16ROYfMO7kdzUOIaVasoH/view?us-
p=sharing and https://drive.google.com/file/d/1suEHUupE8MS5cZ__YEoeGBI5MY1UK-
tqy/view?usp=sharing





Co- Creator, Program Curator and Coordinator

The AREA - Calgary, 2011-2013
 -Garden Curator
-Education Curator
-Volunteer & Membership Coordinator

In 2011, I helped to co- create, build and manage a community hub for arts, 
recreation, education and agriculture. I developed and stewarded the Permaculture 
garden, as well as coordinated all garden related events, organized workshops, created 
the membership program and ran volunteer activities.
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Course Convener & Event Coordinator

- Permaculture Design Certification Courses (Calgary, Vancouver, Sunshine 
Coast) - 2013 - Present
- Herbal Medicine Courses 2020 - Present
- Redesigning the Village weekend workshop - City Repair Calgary 2017
- 9 month Placemaking Course featuring Mark Lakeman- City Commons 
- Vancouver 2014 (co - produced)
- Nuts and Bolts of Placemaking weekend workshop & City of Calgary 
- Placemaking workshop - City Repair Calgary 2014 (co - produced)
- Permaculture Teacher Training - Michael Becker - Calgary 2013
- Abundance Festival (Permaculture gathering) - Calgary 2012
- Urban Aggie Day - Calgary 2012

With

February - October 2014 
Vancouver

PUBLIC CELEBRATION

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT 

STORY & PLACE

INTRO TO PLACEMAKING

CITY COMMONS
CONVERGENNCE

PLACEMAKING NUTS
& BOLTS

INTRO TO PERMACULTURE

PLANNING AN ENDURING LEGACY

38 hours 
of instruction
over 9 months

just $250!

Special public talk with Mark Lakeman
Feb 7, 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Goldcorp Centre for the Arts

Individual 
sessions:

$60 each

Visit: www.citycommonsvancouver.ca for details.

In order to bring more education 
to the places I have lived and build 
community, I have helped to 
organize festivals and hired 
knowledgeable facilitators to offer 
trainings. For these trainings, I have 
taken on all aspects of the event 
organization including schedules, 
registration, promotion, travel, 
accommodations, food and budgets. 
Additionally, I have helped to build 
curriculum and have done guest 
facilitation and assistant teaching.



2. Food Security

One Straw Society, Sunshine Coast :
Food Systems Network Coordinator 2013- 2017
Board Liason November 2017 - March 2018
Executive Director  March 2018- June 2019

-Organizational Development & Strategic Planning
-Budgeting, Fund Development & Financial Planning
-Food advocacy
-Build community partnerships
-Create and coordinate programming
-Coordinate community events
-Public outreach and workshop facilitation

In my role with One Straw I  
oversaw the execution of 
programming and projects that 
enact the Vision, Mission and 
Ends Policies of the organization.

I liaised with parties vested in 
food security including local 
Government, First Nations, local 
business owners, organizations, 
farmers, gardeners and residents 
to advocate for support of the 
local food system. 

I created and facilitated a variety 
of programs including workshops, 
community meals and seminars 
as well as oversee other program
 coordinators in the organization. 
I acted as the primary media 
contact, representing the 
organization to the greater public.



3. Art

Artist Mentor - Learning Through the Arts
2012 - 2015

-Curriculum based art facilitation, using Permaculture as an art form
-Youth empowerment programming
-Decolonization and Reconciliation programming
-Cultural sensitivity training



5. Community Service

Steward - Permaculture Design - www.permaculturedesign.ca
(Formerly Gaiacraft) 2011 - Present 
-Create open sourced learning tools and teach classes

Co- Founder - City Repair Calgary  2013- 2018
-Co organize Placemaking events and facilitate community 

workshops

Central Committee member - Sunshine Coast in Transition  2014- 2018
-Co organize events, act as an advisor for food committee 

Volunteer - Roberts Creek Co Housing 2016- 2017
-Coordinating Emergency Preparedness Team and developing a preparedness plan.

Green Initiatives Coordinator- Astral Harvest (www.astralharvest.com)
2011- 2019
-Coordinate and facilitate volunteers, advise on environmental initiatives, create 
environmental policies and practices, produce Green Initiatives media. 

Volunteer - Planet Repair Institute (https://planetrepair.wordpress.com/)
2015- 2017
-Created a community resource manual 

Permaculture Calgary Guild - Board Member 2011- 2014
-Co organize events and facilitate education committee meetings.

CoSM - Events/ Permaculture Volunteer 2012- 2017
-Help to set up and run the door for events.  Participated in the Permaculture Mapping 
project on the land.

Evolver - Sporeganizer  2010- 2013
-Co organize monthly community events, participate in global calls with other groups.



Letters of Reference

!           BLUE MOUNTAINS PERMACULTURE INSTITUTE        
www.bmpi.com.au 

June 8, 2016 

To whom it may concern, 

The first time I met Kym I was impressed by her commitment to permaculture and ability to 
contribute through her considerable artistic ability.   She was participating in a series of 
permaculture courses in the UK last summer, including a ten day Training of Teachers, and a 
five day Resilience training. 

During the Teacher Training Kym was required to offer several short teaching sessions 
where she demonstrated an innate ability to use learner centred methods.   In fact she is a 
natural.  She had also been teaching a variety of permaculture courses for some time. 
During the Teacher Training she also acted as a mentor and model for others.  

In all our time together, Kym was attentive, focused, flexible and received constructive 
feedback well.  

She offered immediate and innovative ways to assist learning through appropriate visual 
materials.  These are quite difficult to develop for cross-cultural learning.  I appreciated her 
input.  She was serious and fun. 

Since those workshops Kym has continued to work with me and volunteered her time to 
create learning tools to be used for permaculture teaching at conferences and resilience 
courses. The tools are well produced and functional for classroom use. I will continue to use 
them in my future trainings. Some will be used in the newly developed courses for 
Permaculturists and refugees. 

Kym is a competent Permaculture Educator and I look forward to, and hope, to work with 
her more in the future.   

In addition she is thoughtful, compassionate, kind and is a fine example of Care of People 
in action.   

I would be happy to discuss her application further by skype, or phone or email should you 
wish to follow up this reference. 

Yours sincerely,  

Rosemary Morrow

!  

Robin Clayfield - Earthcare Education 58 Crystal Waters, 65 Kilcoy Lane, Conondale, 
Q’ld 4552 

Ph. 07 54944707 Email – robin@earthcare.com.au  www.dynamicgroups.com.au 

October 31st 2015 

To Whom it May Concern, 

It is with pleasure that I write to you a letter of recommendation for Kym Chi 
(Graham). 

I had the opportunity to meet Kym in the UK this summer while teaching a ‘Dynamic 
Groups, Dynamic Learning’ Facilitators Training and a Social Permaculture Course. 

During the Social Permaculture Course, Kym acted as one of our apprentice’s.  She 
was respectful, attentive, present and eager to learn.  She was very efficient, dedicated 
and showed creative flare with the tasks she undertook. She showed a strong sense of 
appreciation for the work that has been done in relation to the teaching and spreading 
of Permaculture by myself and other pioneers.  

Kym has strong potential in furthering the work of the elders and pioneers through her 
own projects including the creation of open source learning tools and developing and 
teaching Permaculture Courses to diverse groups where she lives. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Robin Clayfield 



Planet
Repair  Institute

8512 SE 8th, Portland, Oregon 
97202, 503-381-5885, planetrepair.org

To Whom it May Concern,

I have worked  and collaborated with Kym extensively since 2013 on a variety of projects including 
the City Commons Vancouver and City Repair Calgary placemaking workshops and most recently 
when Kym completed the Planet Repair permaculture design course in Portland, OR.

During the time I have known Kym, I have seen her in action as an impressive and inspiring event  & 
community organizer, a naturally gifted facilitator, top-notch student, the best volunteer ever, as well 
as my great friend.  Kym is kind and compassionate, extremely strong of vision and will, 
extraordinarily receptive, attentive to detail, and has a rare ability to create positive learning 
atmospheres in any environment.   She is clearly dedicated to permaculture as a life path, to cultivate 
its’ fertility in every local place in the world. Kym lives it, embodies it, which ensures that wherever 
she goes she will learn and grow with others while her efforts replicate in mutually beneficial impact.

I see endless potential for Kym as a bringer of permaculture. Her innate strength, using place making 
in urban contexts is also a powerful tool for her, to develop social-ecological armatures of place that 
will inspire and sustain permaculture initiatives in the challenged cities where so much systemic 
transformation is possible. Kym is already a leader coming into her own before our eyes.

I am certainly planning to continue working with Kym into the long term future.

With great respect,

Mark Lakeman
Mark Lakeman
Co-Founder and Lead Instructor, Planet Repair Institute

To whom it May Concern, 

After meeting Kym in 2012, she has continued to impress and inspire me in so many ways. 

She raised the funds to fly to New York four times to complete my Permaculture Design Course with 
flying colours. During this program not only did she attend all sessions on time and participate fully 
in all activities and projects, but she also quickly became a guide and leader for other participants, 
taking on a Teaching Assistant role. 

Her subsequent move to my village on the west coast of British Columbia gave her a chance to co-
teach with me on a number of days as part of an Advanced Permaculture Diploma I mentored her 
through. During this time I was able to get to know her well and found her an integral and inspiring 
part of any projects she was a part of. Her ability to think critically, to get along and collaborate with 
others and to use creativity to inspire innovation made her a treasured friend and co-teacher. She has 
demonstrated the ability to follow through on plans, work well with people of all backgrounds, and 
bring a positive inspiration to all her activities, making her a high value addition to any job, team or 
project she is a part of. 

Her exceptional contributions to my permaculture practice soon led her to join my collective of 
teachers and designers as well as to begin co-teaching with me on 15 month long Permaculture 
Design Courses. 

As a natural teacher, leader and mentor for people both younger and older than herself, Kym has 
been a great blessing to me and the community around me. I continue to be impressed with her 
dedication to life long learning, her innovative approach to curriculum building, and her trustworthy 
job organizing and facilitating complex systems and large groups. 

Any job, project, or team would be lucky to have her refreshing intelligence, intuitive wisdom and 
inspiring positivity. I am sure anyone who works with Kym will receive a profound benefit and so I 
give Kym my highest recommendation for any position or possibility.

-Delvin Solkinson



June 15th, 2013 

To Whom it May concern,                    

As a co-owner of The AREA garden in Inglewood Calgary, I am pleased to write this letter of 
recommendation for Kym Graham.   Kym has been an integral part of The AREA garden since April 
2011.   The idea of a permaculture garden was initiated over the winter of 2010-2011 and when the 
doors opened in April, and the concept of the garden was being seriously planned, Kym stepped 
forward with great interest and enthusiasm when she asked to play a greater role in the design and 
implementation of a permaculture garden on our 1/4 acre urban landscape. 

Kym had recently completed a permaculture design course and expressed her desire to expand her 
knowledge and gain more hands on experience.  Kym’s trustworthy and dedicated attitude towards 
this project allowed us to give her full control of The AREA garden project. 

Kym proceeded to create the permaculture design, facilitate permablitzes, coordinate supply 
requirements and engage the community in the permaculture aspects of the garden.  

In 2 years, Kym volunteered over 1500 hours of her time, facilitated over 100 volunteers in the process 
of implementing the garden and maintaining it and working with teachers, facilitators, organizations 
and farmers in Calgary has coordinated educational events, garden programming and a Farmer’s 
Market for the space. 

The work that Kym has done at The AREA has been enjoyed and shared with thousands of patrons who 
came to the site for music events, workshops and festivals.  

Kym is constantly pursuing educational opportunities and has taken numerous courses throughout 
North America.  She brought back many new concepts and implemented them at The AREA.  She also 
called on her community of volunteers for help and her ability to engage and inspire people is one of 
her greatest assets. 

Cheers, 

  
Kathryn Winkler 
meetme@thearea.ca 
Co - Owner of The AREA 
Founder of Sustainable Alberta
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